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ROMAN. CaTHOLIcK’ S 


— 


REASONS 


Why be cannot conform to the Proteftant 
RELIGION. 


ap E CAUSE the Proteftant 
eat] Religion is a new. Religion, 
1 1 Rall. which had no Being in the | 
, | World, till one thoufand . 
five hundred Years after 
‘HRIST 3 and therefore it comes 1500 Years | 
00 late to be the true Church of Curis, 
Jartin Lutber \aid the fitit Foundations of 
1e Proteftant Religion in the Year 1517, and 
is Followers took the Name of Proteflants in 
1¢_ Year 1529, before which Time nei- 
ver the Name, nor the Religion was ever 
eard of in the Chriftian World. And we 
ofy..all.the learned Men amongft them to - 
amme fo much as one fing'e Man before Zx- 
er, who held throughout their. thirty-nine 
ticles, or any.other intire Syftem of Pro- 
ftancy as it is now profels’d in any Country 
pon Earth. Now how can that be Cu risT’s 
hurch, which for fo many Ages had no Be- 
i in the World? Since alf “Chriftians are 
bliged to acknowledge that the true Church 
‘ Curaist, can be no other than that which 
ad its Beginning from Curist, and, ashe - 
romifcd, was to ftand for ever, See St. Matt. 
6, Vv. 48, and St. Mali, 28, v. 20. 

A 2, Becaufe 
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. 2, Becaufe: the Proteftant Religion carthot 
be true, except the whole Scripture, both of 
the Old and New Teftament, from che Be 
ginning to the End be falfe, which in fo ma- 
ny Places affures us that the Churchof Cur ist 
fhould never go aftray. For every one knows 
that the Proteftant Religion pretends to be a 
Reformation of the Church of Curast _ 
And °tis evident there could be no‘room for 
a Reformation of che Church of Curist, 
except the Church was gone aftray; fo chat 
the whole Building of their pretendedly Re- 
formed Church is founded upon this Suppofi- 
tion, of the whole Church, before the Time 
of Luther, having been corrupted by dam- 
nable Errors. * Laity and Clergy, fays their 
‘© Homily Book, -approved by the 39 Ar- 
‘© ticles, Art. 35, Learned and Unlearned, 

s¢ all Ages, Sects and Degrees of Men, Wo- 
‘¢ men-and Children of whole Chriftendom © 
‘(an ‘horrible and moft dreadful Thing tg. 


a 


a. 


‘«¢ minable Idolatry, of all other Vices moft 
«< detefted by Gop, and damnable to Man, 
«and that by the Space of eight hundred 
«s Yearsand more.” Hom. of Peril of Ido- 
latry, Part 3. Now, I fay, if this be true, 
which is the main Foundation of the Pro- 
teftant Church, the whole Scripture mutt be 
falfe, which fo often promifes that CurisT’s 
Church fhall never be corrdpeed by Error in 
Matters ef Faith, much lefs ® for fo many 
Ages overwhelmed with aborifpable Idolatry. 
a art Peter, fays our-Lony, ¥, St. Matt, 16, 
Vv. ny 





¢ think) have been at once drowned in abo-' » 


.  6«£3] | 
ve 18, and upon this Rock will I batld my 
Church, and the Gates of Hell [the Powers of 
Darknels] hall not prevail againft it, There- 
fore the Church of Curis? could never go 
aftray. Go teach all Nations, fays the fame 
Lorp tothe Apoftles and their Succeffors, 


the Paftors of the Church, St. Matt, 28, v.20, | 


and bebold I am with you always, even to the 
End of the World. “Fherefore the Charch of 
Curis? could never fall inro Errors; be- 
caufeCurist, whois the Way, the Truib, and 


the Life, St. Fobn 14, v. 6, has promis’d his: 


Prelence and Affiftance to her Feachers even 
to the End of the World. See alfo Sc. Fobn 
34, Vv 16,17, where CHaist promifes to 
the fame. Paftorg and Teachers. of the Church, 
The Comforter, the Spirit of. Truth, to: abide 


with them for ever. To teach¥hem all Things, . 
v. 26, and te guide them into all Truth, chap. 


36, v.33. And S/aiah 59, v. 20,-21, where 
God promifes that after ehe Coming of our 
Redeemer, his Church fhall never err, Tis is 
my Covenant with them, faith the Lord, my Spi- 
vit that is upon thee, and my Words which | 


Pal 


bave put in thy Mouth, fball not depart out of 


thy Mouth, nor out of the Mouth of thy Seed, 


mor out of the Mouth of thy Seeds Seed, faith - 


the Lord, from henceforth and for ever. See 


alfo for the Infallibility of the Church of | 


Curist, Pf. 72, v. 5,7. Pf. 89, v. 3, 4,- 


27s 28, 29, 30, 31, 32, 33. 34> 35» 36)~ 


37. Ifaick 9g, v. 6,7. chap: 35, v. 8. chap. 


54, V. 3,2, 3, 9,10, 13,15, 17. chap. 60; 


V. 1%, 12, 15, 16° chap. 62, vw 6. Zere- 
eer m 


ana 


ted. 


“miab:3x,¥. 35, 36, 37. chap. 33, v. 14, 155 


16, 17, 18, 19, 20,21. Ezekiel 37, V, 24, . 
26 Daniel2, v. a4. St. Luke 10, v. 16, ~ 
Epbefians 4,Vv. 11, 12, 13, 14. Chap. 5, Vv; 
23, 24. 1 Timothy 3, Vv. 14, 15. z 
' 3. Becaufe the firft Foundations of the © 
Proteftant Religion were laid by an Infup- 
portable Pride, in one Man, wvrz. Luther 
(whois acknowledged to have been in the 


Beginning a/f alone) his prefuming to ftand 


out againft the whole Church of Gop ; there- 


‘fore inftead of following him or the Religi- 


on invented by him, we ought by the Rule of 
the Gofpel, St. Matt. 18, v.17, to look upon 
him as no better than a Heathen and a Pub- 
lican. Jf be negled to bear the Church, let bins 


be to thee as a‘Heathen and a Publican, — 


Ae Becaufe Puther and the firft Proteftants, 
when they began to fet up their new Religi- 
on, and difclaimed from the Authority and 


Doétrine of all Churches then upon Earth, 


_ could not fay the Creed without telling a Lie, 


when they came to that Article, I believe the 
Holy Catholic Church, the Communion of Saints. 

5. Becaufe the Proteftant Church has not 
thote Marks by which the Nsccne Creed directs 
us tothe :rue Church of Curist: . It is not 
One, Holy, Catholick and Apoftolical. 1.’Tis 


not One; becaufe the different Branches -of 


the pretended Reformation are divided from 
one another in Faith and Communion; nay, 
fcarce any two fingle Men among them. all 
are throughout. of the fame Sentimepts in 


A 
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Religion : -And no wonder, fince every Man's 
_ private Spirit is, with them, the ultimate Judge 
“of Controverfies ; fo that ’tis not pofitble they 
fhould ever be brought to Unity in Religion. 
2. Their Church is not Holy neither in her 
_Doétrine, which, efpecially in the firft Re- 
formers, was fhamefully fcandalous, in the en- 
-couraging Luft and breaking of Vows; 
_Blafphemous, in charging Gop with being the 
Author of Sin; and notorioufly wicked m 
-their Notions of Free-wilf and Predeftination : 
Nor is the Holy in the Lives; either of her firft. 
.. Teachers (none of which were remarkable | 
for Sanétity, and the ‘greateft Part of them | 
infamous for their Vices) or of their Followers, 
.-who, as many of the chief Proteftant Wri- 
ters have freely own’d, inftead of growing 
better than they were ‘before, by embracing 
the*Reformed Religion, grew daily worfe and 
“worfe, 3.° Their Church is not Catholick: 
“Thy are fenfible this Name belongs not to 
them, and therefore they have taken to them- 
, felves another Name, viz. that of Proteftants, 
* And indeed how fhould their Church be Ca- 
_tholick or Univerfal, which implies being in alt 
Ages and all. Nations, fince it had no Being 
for fifteen Ages, and is unknown in moft 
= Nations, 4. Their Church ts not Apoffolica? : 
Since it neither was founded by any of the , 
Apottles, nor has any Succeffion of Doctrine, 
Communion, - or lawful Miffion from -the 
Apoftles, 
6. Becaufe Luther the firft Preacher of the: 
Progeftant Religion 8 no Marks of. bere 
a — 2c: eu 


t6y 
acted by the Soirit of Gop, but boré many 
evident Badges of the Spirit of Satan: Wit- 
‘nefs his furious and violent Temper, which 
could not brook the leaft. Contradiétion ; . of 
which many Proteftants have loudly com- 
-plained; witnefs his fcandalous Marriage with 
a Nun, and his no lefs fcandalous Difpenfa- 
tion, tywhich he allowed Pbilip Landgrave 
of Heffeto have two Wives at once, contrary 
tothe Gofpel; witnefs his frequent. Confe-— 
rences with the Devil, in one of which, as we 
-Jearn from his own Mouth, TZ. 7., Fol. 228, 
-&c. he was taught no {mall Part of his Refor- 
matics, to wit, his abolifhing the Mafs, by the 
Father, of Lies. Now who would venture to 
follow thac Man for his Mafter in Religion, 
who owns himfelftohave been taught by Satan? 
9. Becaufe the firft Steps towards the intro- 
ducing the proteftant Religion into England 
were made by K. Henry VIII, a moft wicked 
_ Prince, who never {pared Woman in bis Luft, 
nor Man in bis Wrath: And the firft Foun- 
dations of that Religion in. this Kingdom 
_were cemented by Blood, Luft and Sacpi- 
Jege, as every one knows that knows the 
.Hhitory of thofe Times. To this ficft Begin- 
ning, the Progrefs was anfwerable in the Days 
.Of K. Edward VI. during which the Refor- 
- mation was carried on with a high Hand. by 
Somerfet and Dudley, in Conjunction with the 
. Council and Parliamentupon interefted Views, 
not without great Confufion and innumerable ~ 
_-Sacrileges, as their own Hiftorian, Dr. Hey- 
lin, is forced to acknowledge. ne oo 
8. Becaufe 
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8. Becaufe Proteftancy was fettked upon ‘its 
prefent Bottom, in this Kingdom, by Act of ° 
Parliament in the firft Year of the Reign of 
Q. Elizabeth, in Oppoficion to all the-Bifhops, 
to the whole Convocation of the Clergy, and 
-to both the Univerfities, that is, in one Word, 
in Oppofirion to the whole Body of the Clergy . 
of the Kingdom, as may be feen in Dr. Ful- 
ler, L. 6. &e. Heylin, p. 285, 286, How 
then can it bé called the Church of England, © 
or any Church at all ;feeing it was introduced — 
and eftablifhed only by the Authority of meer 
Laymen, in Oppofition to the Church ?. © °. 
°'g. Becaufe it is vifible to any unprejudi- 
ced Eye that there is not fo much Devotion, 
‘Zeal or Religion among Proteftants.as there is . 
amongft Catholicks. We-never hear of - any 
Inftances of extraordinary Sanctity amongtt: 
them. The evangelical Counfel of voluntary 
Renunciation of the Goods and Pleafures of 
‘this Life, is a Language which none of them 
amnderftand. One of the firft Feats of their 
.Reformation was. pulling down all Houfes 
confecrated to Retirement.and Prayer. 

19. Becavfe all Kind of Arguments make 
for the Catholick Church, and againft Protef- 
stants, Ours is the Church to which all the 
Saints both lived. and died: Our Religion 
has if every Age been confirmed by innu- 
~merable undoubted Miracles: We alone 
‘communicate with the -Chair of. Peter, to 
-whom CrRisT committed the Care of- his 
-whole Flock, ‘obn 21. We alone inherit the 

Name of Cashvlicks appropriated in the Creed 

‘ : . t 
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—@ the trte Church of Caarst.- By the Mi- 
niftry->f-onf preachers alone, Nations of In- 
fidels have in every Age been converted to 
Curist.. In a word, Antiquity, perpetual 
Vifbibety, ‘Apaftolical Succefion and Miffar, 
and.all other Properties of the -true Church, 
are vifibly-on our Side. 

‘tn Beeaule even in the Judgment of Pro- 
teftants we muft be on the fafcr Side. They 
allow that our Church does not err in Funda: 
mentals;. that fhe is a Part at leaft of the 
Church of Curtst : That we have ordinary 
Miffion, Succeffion and Orders from the . 
Apoftles of Curists They allow that there 
3s Salvation in our Communion; and confe- 
quently that. our Church wants nothing ne- 
ceffary to Salvation. “We can allow them no- 
thing of all this, without doihg wrong to 
‘Truth. and. our Confcience. . We are, cone 
vinced that they are all guiley of a Fundamen- 
tal Error, in the Article of she Church, which 
if they. had believed aright, they would 
never have pretended to reform her Dottring. 
We are convinced that they are Schi/matichs 
by feparating theawelves fram the Commu: 
-nion of the Church of Cu nist, and Hereticks 
by diffenting from her Doctrine in many fub- 
Mantial Articles; and confequently that they 
-have no Part in the Church of Cnaist, no 
awful Miffion,. no Succeffion from the Apo- 
‘ftles, no Autherity ‘at all to preach the Word 
of Gop, or adminiiter the Sacraments: In- 
fine, no Share in the Promifes of CarrsT’s 
oe Kidgdom (excepting the Cafe of in~ 

| vincible 


‘ 
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vincible Ignorance) from which the Scripture 
in fo many Places excludes Hereticks and 
Schifmaticks. : Zz 

12. Becaufe the Proteftant Religion, tho’ 
we were to fuppofe the Profeffors of it to be 
exculed by invincible Ignorance frem the Guilt 
of Herefy and Schifm, lays them neverthelefs 
under moft dreadful Difadvantages, which 
muft-needs highly endanger their everlafting 
Salvation: The more b«caule ’tis at the leaft 
highly probable they have no true Orders 
amongft them: Hence they have no true Sa- 


- crament of the Body and Blood of our Lor pb. 


They have no Part in the great Euchariftick 
Sacrifice; no Communication of the Holy © 
Ghoft by the Bifhops Impofition of Hands ia 
Confirmation; no Power of the Keys of the 
Kingdom of Heaven given.to the Church, 
St. Matt. 16, v.19, and St. Jobn 20, v. 22, 235 
for abfolving Sinners, &e. Add to this, that -- 
their Religion ‘robs them of the Communion of 
the Saints in Heaven, by teaching them not . 
to feek cheir Prayers or Intérceffion: It en- 
courages them by the Doctrine of Faftification 
by Faith alone (Art 11.) to be no ways foli- 
citous for redeeming their paft Sins by good 
Works ard penitential Aufterities : . It: robs 
them, when they are Sick, of that great Blef- 
fing both Corporal and Spiritual, promised, 
St. Fames 5, tothe Anointing of the Sick: And: 
when they are dead,: no Prayers muft be faid 
for their fouls, for fear of Superftition. In fine, 
the Scriptures which are put in their Hands 
are corrupted; the little Good that their Church 
prefer ibe: 


~ 
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. preferibes, or advifes, as Fafting, keepirig Ho 
‘ Faays, Confeffion, &c.® is entirely neglected, 
and . both Minifters. and ‘People run on in a 
wide cafy Way of living, with. litle or no 
Apprehenfion for their future State. Whereas 
the ‘true Servants of Gop, in Imitation of the 
_Apoftles and other Saints, have always led 
3 Life of Mortification and Self-denial, and 
have always ftrove.to work out their Salva- 
tion with Fear and Trembling. - - 
_; 193, Becaufe the Proteftant Religion can af- 

ford us no Certainty in Matters of Faith. Their 
Church owns herfelf faillible even in Funda- 
mentals , fince fhe only pretends to be a Pare 
of the Univerfal Church ; and every Part or. 
particular Church, according to her Principles, 
may fall even into Errors deftructive of Sal- 
vation; What Security then can fhe give hee 
Followers, that the 1s not actually leading thens 
on in the Way of eternal Damnation? She 
haa no infallible Certainty tor the Scripture it- 
felf, .which fhe pretends to make her only 
Rule-f Faith, For whence can the pretend 
to have thit’Certainty ? Not from the Scrip- 
ture itfelf; for this would be running round 
joa Circle. Befides, there is no Part ot Scrip- 
ture that tells us what Books are Scripture 
and what not: Much lJefs és there | Pare 
of Scripture that affures us that the Englifo 
Proteftant Bible, for Example, is agreable 
to what the Prophets and Apoftles wrote fo 
many Ages ago; or that there is fo much as 
gne Gingie Word in it uncorrupted. If the 
appeals to Tradition ;. this.according to her 
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Principles cannot ground: a certain “Fiith, | 
fince fhe makes the Scripture alone the Rule 
of Faith. If the appeals to Church Autho; 
rity, chis fhe. pretends is not infallible. What 
then. muft become of the. Infallibilicy of her 
_ Faite, when fhe has no infallible Certainty 
for the Scripture, upon which alone fhe pre- 
tends to ground her Faith? Befides, tho” 
fhe were infallibly certain of the Scripture’s 
being the pure Word of God, it would avail] 
her nothing, except fhe were allo iofallibly 
certain that the Scripture is to be interpreted, 
in her Way: And this is an Infallibility to 
which fhe neither can nor does pretend to lay 
any Claim. And thus after all her Brags of the 
pure Word of God, her Children have ng 
other Ground for their Faith and Religion - 
than her fallible Interpretatian of the Word | 
of God, oppofite in many Points to the In- 
terpretation of a Church of far greater Au« 
thority than fhe can pretend to. | 


A Specimen of LUTHE R’s Spratt. : 


1 T cannot be fafe in Matters of Religion to fol- _ 
low a Man, who is fo little wedded to Truth 
as to be ready to abandon it out of the Spirit of 
Contradi@ion, as often as by fo doing he can be 
more troublefome to his Adverfaries: Now this 
evidently appears -to have been Luther's Difpofition 
from many Places in his Writings. : 3 
In his Epiftle to his Friends at Strafburg, T. 5. 

Fol. 502; ** If Carlofladius, fays he, or any Man 
£6 elfe could five Years.ago have convinced me 
¢s that there is nothing inthe Sacrament but’Bread 
*< and Wine, be giould have .wonderfully obliged 

‘ me: 


ee 
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Ss me: for I was examining this Point with great 
*s Anxiety, and laboured with all my Force to get 
‘¢ clear of the Difficulty ; becaufe by this Means 
“¢ T knew very well [mark bis Motive] 1 fhould 
“© terribly incommode the Papacy, But I find 
6 myfclf catched without hopes of efcaping, for 
<¢ the Text of the Gofpel is fo clear aad ftrong, 
¢ that it will not eafily admit ,of a Mifccnftruc-— 
«© tion.” He had a good Will it feems to have 
mifconftrued it, but the Text was too clear. 

And in his Book de Form Adi. T. 2. Fol. 386. 
se If a Council,’ fays he, by its own Authority 
& fhould order or permit [ Communion in both Kinds] 
s* then would we lealt of aJl make ufe of buth 
s* Kinds. Nay,.in that Cafe, in Contempt of the 
¢s Council and its Decrees, we would either receive 
s¢ in one Kind only, or in none at all, and by no 
s¢ Means in both; but would curfe all thofe that 
¢¢ in Compliance with fuch a Decree fhould receive 
¢¢ in both Kinds.”’ And in his Works printed in the 
High Dutch, T.2. Fol. 214. He is fo extravagant 
as to write, ** That if a Council fhould grant 
ss Churchmen Liberty to marry, he would think 
<¢ that Man more in God's Grace, who, during his 
se Life, kept three Whores, than he who married 
_ *¢ purfuant te the Council’s Decree ; and that he 
<¢ would command unde Pain of Damnation, that 
- & no Man fhould marry by the Permiffion of faeh 
-&¢ a Council, but fhould live chaftly, or if that 
6s wereimpoffible not todefpair tho’ he kept aW hore. 
,. -Infine, in one of his Sermons preached againft 
Carloftadius, and others, who, in his Abfence, had 
- pulled down Images, and made other Alterations 
without his Authority, he threatens them, if they go 
- on fo, that he will turn Papift again, and leave 
them all in the Lurch, byysgalling all that he had 
ever written or faid, ‘T°, 7, HOl, 275. 2, So far the 
firft Preacher of the Pro'teypQntT RELIGION. 
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